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Restoration of the 19th-century home of women'’s suffrage pioneer
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton

"Women are citizens of the United States,
entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities

guaranteed to citizens by the national constitution."

BY ANTOINETTE RAINONE made the effort to vote at the Tenafly
polls as a registered Republican — to no
avail, When she died in 1902 at age 86,
it would be another 18 years before the
United States granted women that right.

But Cady Stanton's groundbreaking
work — accomplished within the walls of
this prominent Second-Empire house —
proved pivotal to that decision, finally

Known as “the intellectual force in
the emancipation of American women,”
Elizabeth Cady Stanton penned the above
words more than 100 years ago in her
Tenafly white-frame house — in the din-
ing room, to be exact — where she lived
with her husband and seven children

from 1868 to 1887. In fact,
she spent nine years here
writing "History of
Wemani(sic) Suffrage”
with fellow suffragists
Susan B. Anthony and
Matilda Joslyn Gage.
Cady Stanton's entire
ife's work focused on
securing women's rights
— especially the right to
vote, In 1880, she hersalf

granted in 1920

With this kind of his-
tory, it's no wonder the
house was designated a
Mational Historic Land-
mark in 1975, a status
that protects the house
from ever being demol-
ished,

Current homeowner
Katie Kahn admits she

Continued on next page




FAGE 10
home improvement | COVER STORY

MORTH JERSEY HOMES | NOVEMBER 1, 2008

These two granite stones were uneanhed dusing excavation. Histony

bt say “Grindehwald” ks the name Cady Stanton gave io her howse
Paul Kiyes i desbgring two karge store piers in which he will Incorpo-
rate these stones. They will be placed at the entrance of the driveway:
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did not fully appreciate the unique heritage of the
house when her parents first bought it in 1980,

“When we moved in, | was precccupied with high
school, then left for college soon after, so | didn't
really pay attention to our home's historic past,”
says Kahn. “lronically, | attended Hobart College in
Seneca Falls, [N.Y.] which Just so happens to be the
very town Cady Stanton moved to after leaving
Tenafly. While up there, | toured her house — also
a National Historic Landmark that is open to the
public. It finally hit me how cool it was that | actually
Iived in her other house!”

Years passed, and Katie graduated from college
and later married, In 2001, Katie and her husband
Erik bought the house from her parents, where thay
now raise their three young children.

“Qur children are excited to live here,” says Kahn.
“The first time they saw a photo of our house hang-
ing in the mayor's office, they said, Wow, that's our
house!’ The two older ones understand someone
important once lived here. They're proud to be a
part of histon.”

With this same sense of pride, the Kahn's em-
barked on a full exterior restoration of their historic
heme, beginning last January, They hired Peter
Georgoutsas, owner of Van-Go Contracting in
Bergenfield, to restore and rebuild,and Paul Keyes,
principal of Paul Keyes Associates in Tenafly, to
design the landscape. They also consulted with Bill
Saunders, president of the Historic Preservation
Commission in Tenafly, for permits needed because
the home is a National Landmark, as well as advice
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on the home's historic elements.

“Many people [who own historic homes] tend
to be afraid of the HPC," says Saunders. "They think
we're restrictive and won't let them do anything
to their homes. That's not true. All we care about is
how the exterior of the house looks from the street.
That includes paint color, but we have a choice of
over 300 colors! Anything else they want to do to
their homes — additions, etcetera — is their choice.”

For Georgoutsas, who respects historic homes
and has completed dozens of restorations on them,
restoring this National Landmark “was a dream
come true,”

Since the home had been left alone for so
many years, “the entire skin of the house had to be
rebuilt,” he says.

Georgoutsas and his tear did everything: they
insulated the house, excavated the foundation and
created a new one, resurfaced the mansard roof,
rebuilt the porte-cochere and recreated the porch.

Pater Gearpoutsas rebuilt the porte-cochére, reinlordng it with steel
boams, Homeownir Katip Kahn sy r!!e'r' discovered camenter ants
had saten @way 2t the original celling and was In serdous danger

af eollapsing i It wasn't replaced soon

They also duplicated every detail, creating pedi-
ments over windows, as well as balusters, posts and
rails for the porch. Saunders supplied them with
turn-of-the-century photographs to aid Georgoutsas
in recreating thesa historic elements, which he cus-
tom milled in his shop.

Keyes and his associates Burns Benson and George
Gazonas then entered the scene to design the land-
scape, creating an unimposing one that enhances
the house rather than detracts from it.

“When you pull up to a house, you don't want
people to say: What a beautiful landscape.’ You
want people to say: “‘What a beautiful house,”™ he
says. "The landscape should bring out the beauty
of the structure.”

Keyes' traditional design at the Cady Stanton
house accomplishes that. Hydrangeas, boxwoods,
flowering trees, elms and oaks all look as though
they've always been there. Certainly, there are some
trees and plants that he was able to preserve,
including rhododendrons, a grand Taxus evergreen
and a beech tree on the side of the house — both
trees at least 150 years old.

The restoration results are a retum to the historic
home's intrinsic beauty and value.

“We have an altruistic responsibility to bring
the past to the present,” says Georgoutsas. “If it has
a value to humanity — to all of us — it should be
preserved.”

The beauty and value of the Elizabeth Cady
Stanton house? It'stall, elegant, even presidential.
After all, it is a white house.




